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nonrenewal, cancellation, or termination of the

franchise.

(7) Notwithstanding the terms of any contract or agreement, to

prevent or refuse to honor the succession to a dealership,

including the franchise, by a motor vehicle dealer's

designated successor as provided for under this subsection.

a. Any owner of a new motor vehicle dealership may
appoint by will, or any other written instrument, a

designated successor to succeed in the respective

ownership interest or interest as principal operator of

the «U4 owner in the new motor vehicle dealership,

including the franchise, upon the death or incapacity of

the owner, owner or principal operator. In order for

succession to the position of principal operator to occur

by operation of law in accordance with sub-subdivision

c. below, the owner's choice of a successor must be

approved by the dealer, in accordance with the dealer's

bylaws, if applicable, either prior or subsequent to the

death or incapacity of the existing principal operator.

b. Any objections by a manufacturer or distributor to an

owner's appointment of a designated successor shall be

asserted in accordance with the following procedure:

1. Within 30 days after receiving written notice of the

identity of the owner's designated successor and

general information as to the financial ability and

qualifications of the designated successor, the

franchisor shall send the owner and designated

successor notice of objection, by registered or

certified mail, return receipt requested, to the

appointment of the designated successor. The notice

of objection shall state in detail all facts which

constitute the basis for the contention on the part of

the manufacturer or distributor that good cause, as

defined in this sub-subdivision below, exists for

rejection of the designated successor. Failure by the

franchisor to send notice of objection within 30 days

and otherwise as provided in this sub-subdivision

shall constitute waiver by the franchisor of any right

to object to the appointment of the designated

successor.

2. Any time within 30 days of receipt of the

manufacturer's notice of objection the owner or the

designated successor may file a request in writing

with the Commissioner that the Commissioner hold

an evidentiary hearing and determine whether good

cause exists for rejection of the designated

successor. When such a request is filed, the

Commissioner shall promptly inform the affected
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